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TOUCAN SCHOOL
BATSUB, BFPO 12
Headteacher: Mr. P. G.C. Brown.
Tel: 501 225 2024 Ext: 245
Fax: 501 225 3196
Email: toucanschool@hotmail.com
www.toucan.sceschools.com

Welcome to Toucan School

Belize Service Children's School was opened in 1989 in response to the
Education Reform Act 1988, which instigated a national curriculum for schools in
England and Wales. Service Children's Education, recommended that a Services'
school should be set up in Belize to keep service children in step with teaching in
the UK.

The school can accommodate up to twenty + children aged 4 to 11 years that is
Foundation Stage 2 to Year 6. There are three full-time teachers. Teacher
assistants are employed subject to need and availability.

In common with service schools all over the world, Toucan School provides places
for the children of all entitled personnel, military and civilian. In addition,
places may be available for non-entitled children, who pay a termly fee.

The purpose of this booklet is to introduce you to Toucan School. In it you will
read about our curriculum and how we manage our children's learning. There is
also other information about the school. If however, you have any queries please
do not hesitate to write or call in.

I hope you will find this booklet interesting and informative. I look forward fo
meeting you and hope you and your family have a pleasant stay in Belize.

PGC Brown
HEADTEACHER

e Page 2


mailto:toucanschool@hotmail.com

TOUCAN SCHOOL MISSION STATEMENT

We at Belize Service Children's School aim to provide a teaching and learning
environment in which all children may achieve their maximum potential across
the spectrum of the curriculum and in their interaction with others. We hope to
promote the spiritual, moral, cultural, mental and physical development of our
pupils and prepare them for the experiences of adult life. We aim to:

o Deliver the English National Curriculum in a well-matched and properly
differentiated manner.

e Enable every child to achieve their maximum level of attainment.
e Encourage children to be active, independent learners.
e Develop personal confidence and high self-esteem.

e Develop awareness of a corporate identity within the group, school and
community.

e Create, develop and foster a strong home/school partnership.

» Make children aware of all the opportunities which are open to them
regardless of race, religion, disability or gender.

e Ensure that all children who attend Toucan School are given the opportunity
to make the most of their time in a Central American country.
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SCHOOL MANAGEMENT

Delegation of Responsibilities

e Responsibility for all Service Children's Schools is vested in the Secretary of
State for Defence.

e The implementation of policy, organisation and administration is the
responsibility of the Service Children's Education Agency Headquarters,
Wegberg. The contact address is; Chief Executive, HQ SCE, BFPO 40.

e BATSUB has a responsibility as Parent Unit for local administration purposes
and the COMD has representation on the School's Governance Committee
(SGC).

e The day to day management of the school is the responsibility of the
Headteacher who, along with the assistant teachers, is appointed by Service
Children's Education.

School Governance Committee

All SCE schools have a School Governance Committee (SGC). The SGC performs
a similar role to that of a governing body but its role is advisory. The SGC is
comprised of:

Chairman QM BATSUB

Secretary QM's Clerk BATSUB
Headteacher

Teacher representative

Nursing officer BATSUB

Parent Representatives for Toucan School

The SGC meets once each term, the dates and times of meetings will be
published. If there is any matter you wish to raise, please speak fo a member of
the committee. The present incumbents for this year are listed in the
addendum to this document. If you are interested in serving on the SGC please
contact the Chairman.

The school has a school website that outlines a variety of information that may
be of use to parents. It includes various details regarding assessment and events
that have taken place in the school.
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School Organisation

The Toucan School is resourced for up to 25 children between the ages 4 to 11
years that is Foundation Stage 2 to Y6. The children are grouped according to
age and ability, they may also work with older or younger pupils according to the
task e.g.: paired reading. Work may be carried out individually or in co-operative
work groups.

The school day begins at 8:00 a.m. and finishes at 1:40 p.m.

Session One 08:00 - 09:45

20 Minute Break \:‘

Session Two 10:05 - 11:30

20 Minute Break m

“\:
Session Three 11:50 - 1:40
(KST children will also have a short break during session 3 if the timetable
allows)

Snacks and drinks may be consumed at break times. Please do not send fizzy
drinks or sweets. We encourage healthy options for children's lunch box. Please
ensure that snacks are carried in a secure lunch box, which your child can
manage.

School hats must be worn during breaks when playing outside.
Curriculum

Toucan School follows the National Curriculum of England. There are four core
subjects: English, Maths, Science and ICT and seven foundation subjects: Design
Technology, History, Geography, Art and Design, PE and Music. Religious
Education (RE) is also taught in line with SCE's own document SACRE. RE is of a
broadly Christian nature but includes study of other religions. Parents who do
not wish their children to take part in RE may withdraw them. However, they
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must arrange for their children to be supervised during the fime that they are
withdrawn.

Personal, Social and Health Education (PSHE) and Citizenship are included in the
school's curriculum following the QCA guidance for schools.

If you wish to know more about the content of the National Curriculum please
speak to the Headteacher.

Toucan School uses the New Frameworks that have been introduced for
numeracy and Literacy.

Curriculum 2000 identifies six key skills which DFES & QCA have embedded in
the National Curriculum. These skills are:

Communicating

Applying number

Using IT

Working with Others

Improving own Learning and Performance
Solving Problems

They will help children improve their learning performance in education, work
and life.

The policies and ethos of Toucan School support the teaching and use of these
skills across the curriculum.

Standard Assessment Tasks and Test (SATs)

All primary school children in English primary schools are tested at age 11 years
Y6. The Qualifications and Curriculum Authority (QCA) send papers to all
schools; these are administered during May each year. The Y6 tests are
administered by class teachers but are sent o UK for external marking.
Parents are informed of their children's SAT scores as part of the end of year
report in July. It is the policy of this school to administer these assessment
tasks to all children of the correct age including non-entitled children. There
are no results posted for this year in this prospectus as there was only one
entrant and this would breach confidentiality.
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Reporting to Parents

Three Week Interview

Approximately three weeks after entry parents are
invited into school to discuss their child's initial progress.

Parent-Teacher Consultations

Parent-Teacher Consultations are held each term. Parents are able to
make an appointment to come into school to look at their children's work
and to discuss progress. This is an excellent opportunity for parents to
look around the school and to see some of the work that the children have
been doing. We believe that Parent-Teacher dialogue is an integral part
of a child's education. Should you wish to discuss your child's progress at
any time other than the consultation afternoons, please do not hesitate to
contact the school's secretary to make an appointment. Every last
Tuesday of the month parents are invited into school to read with the
children and view the work they have been doing.

Transfer and End of Year Reports

At the end of the school year, or on transfer to another school, each child
is given a comprehensive report on their progress with recommendations
for future development. Children write their own comment about their
work in school and parents are also invited fo make a written contribution.

Support for Special Needs

All children are assessed on arrival. They are then placed in the most
appropriate group. Children who require additional support may be identified at
this time or at a later date. Following need identification an initial concerns
questionnaire will be completed and the parents will be informed. After a
parental interview the child will be placed on the Special Educational Needs
(SEN) register at School Action. They will then receive suitable support in
lessons. On occasions individuals or small groups will be withdrawn for extra
support in areas where a need has been identified.
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SEN reviews will be held on a termly basis. The parents will be invited o attend
each review. A decision will be made to: (a) remove from the list, (b) action, (c)
action plus.

If further help is required the school will communicate with HQ SCE. Children
will not be able to be admitted to Toucan School if we are unable to meet any
specific SEN needs where outside agencies are involved. This is checked before
parents are posted fo BATSUB.

SCHOOL ADMINISTRATION

Joining Toucan School

Service and other entitled children should be enrolled into the school on arrival
in Belize.

Children are admitted annually to Early Years Foundation Stage 2 classes at
Toucan School. Three intfroductory sessions are organized at the end of each
summer term for the prospective FS2 children. These are important
familiarization sessions for them.

A child is eligible for admission from the beginning of the school year following
his/her fifth birthday. For this purpose, the school year is defined as beginning
on 1 September, regardless of actual ferm dates.

Children becoming five whilst in Belize may be enrolled into the school during the
academic year in which they will be five.

When there are vacancies non-entitled children (NEC) may be admitted on a fee-
paying basis. The parents of NECs should apply fo the Headteacher at the
school who will advise them about availability of places, admission arrangements
and current fees.

Leaving Toucan School

We appreciate as much notice as possible of departure. When a child leaves
school, mid year transfer documents and reports have to be prepared in
isolation. Please advise us as soon as your leaving date is confirmed.
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When transferring to another school it is the responsibility of the parents to
ensure that documentation is transferred to the new school. You will be given a
file, which will include a copy of your child's report and a portfolio of work;
these must be handed to the new Headteacher. Where possible records are also
transferred electronically to the next school.

School Uniform

The school colours are blue and white. Some items of uniform are available for
purchase from the school * as below. Material for school dresses may be
purchased in Belize City and the seamstress on the Price Barracks will make
dresses to fit for a small fee. Alternatively, parents may prefer to purchase
clothing from UK stores such as Marks and Spencer and British Home Stores,
which have dresses and polo shirts of the preferred style and colour.

Uniform items are:

Pale blue or white blouse/shirt or pale blue polo shirt.*
Navy blue shorts, skirt or culottes.

Navy blue and white gingham dresses (small check)
Pale blue or white school T-shirts with school badge.*
School hat.*

Sensible shoes and white or blue socks.

PE Kit:
Pale blue/turquoise or white school T-shirt.*
Navy blue shorts.*

School hat*
Training shoes for games, light shoes or bare feet for gym, dance and
movement.
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Swimming Kit:
One piece costume, large towel, handkerchief, comb or brush and suntan
lotion.

Please Note:

e Open toed, sling back or backless sandals are not allowed.

e Long hair must be held back and fancy multicoloured adornments are
not allowed.

e Decorative jewellery must not be worn to school. A simple wristwatch
may be worn but must be removed for all activities and is entirely the
responsibility of the wearer. For children with pierced ears only studs
or sleepers are permissible.

School Book Bag

School reading books are carried to and from home on a daily basis. The
school has a book bag, which is designed to protect books in transit.
Parents may purchase book bags from the secretary along with certain
items of uniform.

Absence and Illness

If your child will be absent from school please telephone the secretary, send a
note or call in. We are required by law to record all unauthorised absences, so
please inform us promptly stating the reason for the absence.

Absences for the last school year can be found at Annex D.

We expect that family holidays will be taken when the school is closed. If leave
has to be taken during term time leave of absence must be requested in writing.
The Headteacher may grant up to ten days authorised absence in exceptional
circumstances. Children should attend school in ferm time unless absence is
unavoidable.

If your child is taken ill or has an accident during school time we may need to
contact you so please ensure we have an up o date day time contact number.
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Recorder lessons

There is an opportunity for the children to learn the recorder. Recorders, books
and tfuition are provided as part of the curriculum. Practice at home is essential
to progress. We appreciate the support of parents. You will be notified of the
days on which your child will need to bring their recorder to school. FS2 children
do not take part in recorder lessons.

PE Days

Please ensure your child has a change of clothing on PE days. The school T-shirt
is fo be worn for PE with navy blue shorts. Training shoes should be worn for
games and lightweight footwear or bare feet for gym, not training shoes. School
T-shirt and shorts can be purchased from the school secretary.

All the children will go swimming once a week, weather permitting. They will
need a one-piece costume, a large towel, a handkerchief and a brush or comb, all
in a bag which is easy for them to carry.

School hats must be worn for all outdoor activities.

Library

Toucan School has a wide range of fiction and non-fiction books available for
loan from the library. The children have a designated time for changing these
books every Friday.




Homework

Toucan School homework policy follow DfES
Guidelines for primary schools.

Children will bring home a reading book and a home
reading record for parents/carers to complete
everyday. They should spend time reading their book
and being read to on a daily basis.

Homework tasks will be set on Tuesday to be completed and returned to school
by the following Wednesday. These will include spellings, maths activities,
specific written tasks related to topic work etc. Full explanations accompany
such tasks, but if you are in any doubt please ask. In the main, these tasks are
interactive and open-ended. Please feel free to extend the tasks as you and
your child see fit.

Please support your children in helping with and extending their homework tasks.
We do not expect children to spend too much time completing their homework.
Please see guidelines in the Homework Policy for the approximate times children
are expected o take completing their homework.

.y

Homewert,

Discipline & Behaviour

At Toucan School we aim o promote positive behaviour in our pupils by
encouraging good conduct and by creating an environment in which appropriate
behaviour can flourish. The school recognises its responsibility in this respect
but stresses that it can only be achieved through partnership with pupils and
parents.

Toucan School has a Behaviour and Discipline Policy, and a policy for the use of
force to control or restrain pupils, which are available for parents o see should
they wish.

Essentially this policy stresses the roles that teachers, parents and pupils must

play in the maintenance of good order in the school. It also outlines action to be
taken in cases of inappropriate behaviour, from a verbal reprimand by a teacher

to possible exclusion in severe circumstances.
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Corporal punishment is not used in any SCE School.

We are pleased to report that standards of behaviour and conduct are high at
Toucan School and it is our aim, in partnership with parents and children, to
maintain this situation.

Complaints

If parents have a complaint to make about any aspect of our service there are a
number of alternative approaches they are able o make.

1. The Classteacher. The Classteacher is always the first point of
contact for parents. If a parent has cause for concern about any
matter concerning their child's education they should make an
appointment to discuss it with the Classteacher.

2. The Headteacher. The Headteacher is always available and willing to
discuss any concerns that a parent may have. Parents should telephone
or call in to make an appointment.

3. SGC Representative. The parents are represented by a parent
representative on the School Governance Committee. A parent with a
complaint about any aspect of the school may approach their SGC Rep.
and ask them to raise the matter at the next SGC meeting.

4. Chairman of the SGC. QM BATSUB is chairman of the SGC and as
such is available to hear any complaint about the service that the
school is offering. Parents may telephone him to make an appointment
to discuss school matters.

5. Competent Authority. HQ SCE has ultimate responsibility for Toucan
School. Parents wishing to discuss their complaint at the highest level
should contact Mr. D. Wadsworth, Chief Executive Service Children's
Education, HQ SCE, BFPO 40.
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Home-School Agreement —
Parents, children and teachers are asked to sign the Home-School & =2
Agreement in which we all agree to uphold the ethos of the school.

Internet Agreement
Parents (and children of a suitable age) will be asked to sign an
internet agreement form which includes rules for safe internet use.

Medicines in School

Only in exceptional circumstances should medicines be brought

into the school. Should the need arise for you to bring medication
to school e.g. a respirator for Asthma, such items must be placed in
a container clearly labelled with the child's name and given to the
school secretary. Within the container must be explicit instructions
on the administration of the medication.

ALL MEDICATION MUST BE HANDED TO THE SCHOOL SECREATARY ON
ARRIVAL FOR SAFEKEEPING.

Sex Education

Sex Education is delivered through National Curriculum Science Attainment
Target Two - Life and Living Processes. Other relevant and appropriate sex
education may be approached through other areas of the curriculum, for
example as part of a topic, in story time, in assembly or in PSHE.

School Outings

Local outings, within the camp will not normally be notified separately. A local
outing consent form is part of the registration procedure.

For outings further afield, or which are outside normal school hours, you will
receive separate notice. The children will be required to wear school uniform on
such outings unless otherwise stated. Where numbers permit parents are
allowed to attend trips and help out. We also welcome parents into school to
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offer any talents that they have that would be appropriate to share with the
children.

Standard Assessment Results

Please see note on Page 6.
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Toucan School Governance Committee

Next SGC Meeting
February 2011

Composition of the committee -

Chair
Secretary
Headteacher
Classteacher
Medical rep

Parent Rep.

School organization
Headteacher

KS1 teacher

KS2 teacher

Music teacher
Spanish teacher/TA

Secretary

Learning Support Assistants:

Cleaner

Maj J Frear QM BATSUB
QM'’s Clerk

Mr. P Brown

Mrs. D Brown

Maj T Grieves

S55gt Smith
/Mrs V Jones

Mr. P Brown
Mrs. D Brown
Ms N Krasauskas
Ms C Burgos
Miss L Carrillo
Mrs. L Grinage
Miss S Sinclair

Mrs Isolene Arias

Contact
334

416

245

245

229

258
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Toucan School Calendar September 2010 - July

September 2010

October 2010

2011

November 2010

December 2010

Mo Tu We Th Fr
1 [P
6 7 8 910
13 14 15 16 17
20 21 22 2324
27 28 29 30

Mo Tu We Th Fr

1
4 5 6 7 8
11 12 13 14 15
18 19 20 21 22
25 26 27 28 29

Mo Tu We Th Fr
1 2 3 45
8 9 10 1112
15 16 17 18 19
22 23 24 2526
29 30

Mo Tu We Th Fr

1 2 3
6 7 8 910
13 14 15 16 17
20 21 22 2324
27 28 29 30 31

January 2011 February 2011 March 2011 April 2011

Mo Tu We Th Fr

3 45 67
10 11 12 1314
17 18 19 2021
24 25 26 27 28
31

Mo Tu We Th Fr

1 2 3 4
7 8 9 1011
14 15 16 17 18
21 22 23 24 25
28

Mo Tu We Th Fr
12 3 4
Els o 012
14 15 16 17 18
21 22 23 2425
28 29 30 31

Mo Tu We Th Fr

1
4 5 6 7 8
11 12 13 14 15
18 19 20 21 22
25 26 27 28 29

May 2011 June 2011 July 2011 Key

Mo Tu We Th Fr

2 3 456
9 10 11 1213
16 17 18 19 20
23 24 25 26 27
30 31

Mo Tu We Th Fr
1 2 3
6 7 8 910
13 14 15 16 17
20 21 22 2324
27 28 29 30

Mo Tu We Th Fr

1
4 5 6 7 8
11 12 13 14 15
18 19 20 21 22
25 26 27 28 29

B cro Day

25 Holiday

Autumn Term 2010

First day of term (non-contact day)
Last day of Term
Half-term

Spring Term 2011

First day of term
Last day of Term
Half-term

Wednesday 01 September 2010
Friday 17 December 2010
Monday 25 to Friday 29 October 2010

Tuesday 04 January 2011
Friday 08 April 2011
Monday 21 to Friday 25 February 2011

Summer Term 2011

First day of term Wednesday 27 April 2011
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Last day of Term Friday 22 July 2011

Half-term Monday 30 May to Friday 03 June 2011
Contact days
Autumn term 1st half 37 days+1 Autumn term 2nd half 35 days
Spring term 1st half 34 days Spring term 2nd half 29 days + 1
Summer term 1st half 23 days Summer term 2nd half 35 days

2010 - 2011

National Curriculum Tests — dates to be confirmed

KS2 NC Tests begin week commencing 16 May 2011 (to be confirmed)

Staff Development Days

All schools hold one full staff training day (CPD) at the start of each Autumn
Term we have another on Friday 4™ March. The remaining 4 for Toucan
School will be agreed when staff development can be arranged with HQ SCE,
parents will be given as much notice as possible when this will happen.

Holidays and Observances in UK

Dec 25 2010 Christmas Day

Dec 26 2010 Boxing Day

Dec 27 2010 Bank Holiday

Dec 28 2010 Bank Holiday

Jan 01 2011 New Year's Day

Jan 03 2011 New Year's Day Holiday
Apr 22 2011 Good Friday

Apr 25, 2011 Easter Monday

May 02 2011 Early May Bank Holiday
May 30 2011 Spring Bank Holiday
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